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John Watts: The Singing Captain

alboa Island
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In honor of Black History Month, which is cel-
ebrated during the month of Februay, the Bal-

how long they had been gone and when they were coming back. At
times, his B i Gally F b

boa Island Musewn would I
you to Captain John Watts, a kindly black
‘man hired by W.S. Collins in 1909 to operate
Teal, the first ferry in the harbor. While we
do ot know much about Watts’ life—most of
the information we have was recorded by Joseph Allen Beek i

d the water, o
to the Island. However, his easy-going temperament would soon
return, along with his freely given advice to young and old alike.

Perhaps Watts was best remembered for his baomlng singing voice

his book, Balboa Island Yarns—we do know that he was a well-
known figure during the earliest years of Balboa Island. He lived
inaloft-type room in the back of an old building on the south

gers with spirituals, ballads and other melodies sunginbis distnet
vernacular.
for himself, i 1

corner of Park and Agate.

Teal was a si ! 1 like

On New Year's Eve, 1017, Watts addressed the audience at the end

boat—but to Captain John, it may as well have been the Queen
Mary! He took such pride in maintaining the ferry, including ap-
‘plying gasoline in an oil can to just about everything on the boat!

Bay ili fror
Balbx his pri in reserved for
the use of the Balboa Island Ferry, and to anchor & bos h

of anight. t the old Balboa Theater. He began
by saying, “Ladies and Gentlemen,” and went on to express his
feelings about Balboa, praising its ladies as the “most gorgeous
and beautiful constellation” in the heavens. and ending with his
desire “to remain, your obedient servant, Captain John Watts”
(Balboa Island Yarns).

We may not know a lot inging Captain, John Watts,

‘within that area was sure to rouse his ire;” reports Beck.

Watts was quite a character, a large statured man with a rough
xterior, and beloved by all
the Island

and goings, i populat-

but we do know that he leaves a legacy as a treasured Balboa
Island resident and employee who will always be remembered for
his welcoming and serenading spirit.

PS. If you have any information, stories to tell, or photographs of

isitors,

28 Balboa lslnd Living + February 2020

tain John Watts, the My



	BIL Feb 20 Cover
	BIL Feb 20

